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Notes from the chair … 

Barry James 
Chairman 

Annual Accounts 

The Club’s Accountants have now approved and published the Annual Accounts for 2018. 

If you are reading BluePrint on the web, then these accounts form the last seven pages of this document. 

If you are reading a paper copy of BluePrint, then printed copies of the accounts are available in the Club for you to peruse. 

Annual General Meeting 

The Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 8.00pm 

The agenda for the meeting is on the noticeboard adjacent to the bar 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

W elcome to the March 2019 edition of BluePrint with news of what has happened since the last edition 
in November, as well as events planned both inside and outside the Club. Smoker Night was very well 

attended, with all the raffles and the Sports Committee Tombola selling out of tickets.  A vital part of the 
evening’s success was the usual superb buffet provided by Karen - I think we sometimes take for granted 
what a fantastic job Karen does with her catering. Thanks go to John Hoult, who organised an excellent 

evening at a Brass Band Concert, held at Yarm School Theatre. The next trip John is organising is to see The Bluejays – Rock 
and Roll Revolution, which will be held at the same venue in Yarm on the 28th April. More details are on the noticeboards. 

The final date for payment of annual subscriptions  has now passed. As usual, a small number of members decided not to 
renew their subscriptions. If members decide not to renew, the best way forward is to put a short letter in to the 
Committee announcing their resignation - this saves them from becoming a lapsed member, who is not allowed in the 
Club. By resigning, it is much easier to renew their membership if they decide to rejoin. Also special thanks go to Karen 
who rang unpaid members to give them a gentle reminder that it was subs. payment time. We are still getting an influx of 
new members, both male and female, which is very positive. 

We are still waiting to hear from the Architect with the proposed plan for our new toilet facilities. Whilst progress is not 
swift, this is a major project and the Committee feels it is more important to ensure that everything is absolutely right 
before committing to work beginning. 

With the Club’s darts and snooker teams now playing home games in their leagues every other week during the season, 
it’s been pointed out by visiting teams that they  have found it difficult to locate our Club. The Committee is considering 
putting up signage to advertise our location outside on the front wall of the Club and perhaps on the side near the 
entrance door. Looking back at old photographs there used to be a sign on the front of the Club, and it could well be 
worthwhile reinstating this.  

Please continue to read the notice boards for up and coming events and any other information regarding Club issues. 

 

Yet again a special thank you to Paul and Karen, Jodie, Jen, Jane and Lucy - thank you all for pulling together to run such a 
welcoming Club. 



I would like to take this opportunity to mention some of the members who have contributed to the Club during the past 
year. 

Thanks - to the Building Sub Committee for the many jobs they do, both seen and unseen. From the fitting of light bulbs and 
minor repairs, to the overseeing of the improvements to the car park and the installation of the speed ramps (invisible to 
some members and most of the parents dropping off or collecting children from school). A particular thanks to Alan Curtis 
for overseeing the various tasks, including meeting with the architects to discuss the proposed new toilet facilities and David 
Kish, for his involvement with the Health & Safety and Fire Risk assessments, and of course Paul Montgomery and Alan 
Temple. 

Thanks - to the Membership Sub Committee, especially Lester Hodgson. Their efforts should be applauded in a year when 
they, on behalf of the Club, enrolled more than 60 new members. Tony Stokeld deserves a mention and well earned thanks 
for his contribution. Tony stepped down after many years of co-option to the Membership Committee, having over the years 
interviewed numerous new members. I suspect that many members reading this will remember his friendly interview 
technique. 
It would be remiss of me not to also mention Barry James,  Paul Montgomery and Phil Quigley. Paul has been involved in a 
lot of behind the scenes work programming the fobs and cards for new members, also replacements for lost and broken 
fobs. Phil has still continued to keep the full records of membership since he left office three years ago due to ill health.  
Thanks Barry, Paul & Phil. 

Big thanks - to the Bar Sub Committee for their stolid work. They each donate a morning every month to help check our 
stocks are correct, discuss any problems or successes, quietly working alongside our Steward Paul to maintain our wide and 
varied selection of beers, wines and spirits. A special thanks to Vice President and friend Rod Thrower. His involvement with 
this Sub Committee stretches back I think to the eighties. Rod was fundamental in developing the software and 
spreadsheets the Club uses to monitor stock, sales and most important prices. Thanks a lot pal. Thanks too to Paul 
Montgomery, Alistair Cumbor and Barry James for their support on the Bar Committee. I must not forget Bill Neville, who 
was happily co-opted when his services were more recently required. Bill has helped the Committee by passing on his 
knowledge and expertise whilst the newer members of this Sub Committee found their feet. Thanks Bill. 

The Sports Committee have had a very successful year. We now have a team competing in the local Snooker League which 
complements our successful Darts Team. They also organised Bowls and Snooker competitions with Middlesbrough 
Conservative Club - not forgetting our in-house competitions of Fishing, Golf and Snooker. They look after the popular 
weekly raffles and the Smoker Night Tombola and prize presentations which were this year especially worthy of praise.  I 
don’t intend to thank anyone in particular. I think all the members of this Committee deserve all our thanks from everyone 
in the Club for their efforts. Thanks to all the Committee -  in no particular order: Chris Thompson, Geoff. Stephenson, David 
Pearson, George Longshaw, Les Sonley, John Hoult and Alan Stephenson. 

Thanks also to those who have arranged the events and various trips out which many members have found so enjoyable and 
which members are starting to look forward to.  

Your General Committee have all worked hard on our behalf to ensure the Club conforms to new government legislation 
including General Data Protection Regulations. They have ensured we meet our responsibilities regarding Insurance and are 
currently investigating the provision of new toilet facilities. They have looked at ways to improve the amenities including a 
six months trial of opening on a Sunday evening. I thank all for their efforts on your behalf.  
Sincere thanks to Richard Hudson, whose input on General Committee was excellent. Unfortunately Richard was prevented 
from completing his tenure due to his wife Jordan’s poor health. Thank you Richard. 

Thanks in particular to Chairman Barry James, Treasurer/Secretary John Chilton and our relatively new Assistant Secretary, 
soon I hope, to take over the full role as Secretary, David Pearson. Thank you all, gentlemen. 

- take this opportunity to thank retired President Ken Roberts and Vice President John Moody for their advice and 
confidence. It is nice to have friendly ears to turn to. Thank you. 

Last, but definitely not least, our Steward and Stewardess Paul & Karen, who will complete eight years service this year.  
It feels to me a lot longer.  
A very special thanks from me to this lovely couple. They have taken to the Club and the village like ducks to water (forgive 
the pun!). Thank you both for your efforts and attention over the last seven years from myself and all the Club’s members. 
 
 
 
 

Ernie Taylor 
President 

President’s Pitch 



1st  PRIZE No. 37 J Chilton £240 

2nd PRIZE No. 36 W Neville £  50 

3rd PRIZE No. 73 D Heald £  35 

The next draw will take place on Sunday 31st March 
Please ensure that your subscription is up-to-date 

before the draw is made! 
There are still numbers available if you would like to join 

the 100 Club - simply ask any Committee Member. 

100 CLUB 

The 100 Club draw was made on December 31st and 
the following members enjoyed a boost to their 
finances for the New Year. 

FREE Members’ Draw 

The free, Saturday night 
Members’ Draw (into which all 
members are automatically 
entered) prize has  now been 
claimed a total of 5 times, with 
over £2,300 paid out to the 
winners. 

The most recent win was on Saturday 23rd 
February, with the winner taking away a prize of 
£350. A new prize fund of £100 was started on the 
2nd March, and will increase by £10 per week 
until won. 

Remember, the draw takes place at a randomly 
selected minute between 9pm and 10pm every 
Saturday night. All you have to do to win is to be 
in the Club at the moment your number is drawn - 
no cost, no tickets - just be there! 

Don’t forget  
- you must be in it 

(the Club, on the night) to win it! 

Just a thought 
 

The Representation of the People Act 1918 saw British 
women over 30 gain the vote. Just under 100 years later, the 

Great Ayton and District Conservative & Unionist Club 
admitted ladies to become members for the first time. 

Committees 
When the final date for nomination of candidates to serve 
on committees arrived, there was no need for a ballot for 
either the General or Sports Committees. Your Committees 
for 2019 - 2020 are therefore as follows: 

Alistair Cumbor 
Alan Curtis 
Lester Hodgson 
Norma Horner 
Barry James 
Dave Kish 
Sue Longstaff 
Paul Montgomery 
Chris Thompson 

John Hoult 
David Pearson 
Alan Sargeant  
Les Sonley 
Alan Stephenson 
Geoff Stephenson 
Chris Thompson 
 

General Committee  Sports Committee 

The posts of Treasurer and Secretary were filled 
unopposed  - with John Chilton and David Pearson 
respectively taking on board the duties for the year. 

Two TV aerials meet up on a roof. 
They fall in love and get married.  
The ceremony wasn't so good, but the reception was brilliant!  

In today’s free society, it is vital to have the correct sex 
insurance. If you are thinking of indulging, make sure you get 
the correct insurance. Please find below a list of insurance 
companies catering for most tastes: 

 Sex with your wife - Legal and General 
 Sex on the telephone - Direct Line 
 Sex with your partner - Standard Life 
 Sex with someone different - Go Compare (or Confused.com) 
 Sex with someone of generous proportions - More Than 
 Sex in a car - Sheila's Wheels 
 Sex with a prostitute - Commercial Union 
 Sex with your maid - Employers Liability 
 Sex with an OAP - Saga 
 Sex resulting in pregnancy - General Accident 
 Sex with animals - National Farmers Union 
 Sex with a monk - Abbey Life 
 Sex with Naval officers - Admiral  

Historians in Ireland have discovered what they believe to be 
the headstone of the oldest ever living man.... 
He was 193 and his name was Miles from Dublin.  



Hatched, Matched and Despatched 

Sadly, since issue 23 of BluePrint in November, 
we have lost the following members: 

Mr George Nelson  on 3rd December 2018  

Aged 69 years,  George had been a member since 2006. 

Mr Jim Lawton   on 17th January 2019  

Aged 76 years,  Jim had been a member since 2005. 

Mr Albert Hall   on 21st January 2019 

Aged 86 years, Albert had been a member since 1985. 

Mr Jack MacDonald  on 26th January 2019 
Aged 99 years, Jack had been a member since 1987. Jack was 
our oldest member, and would have received a telegram from 
the Queen in September. Amongst some great memories of his 
life, which he was all too happy to talk about, he revealed that 
he played Forces (RAF) football in the same team as Sir Stanley 
Matthews! 

The Club’s membership now (at 1st March 2019) stands at a 
total of 534 (including 38 Lady Members and 12 Country 
Members), broken down as follows: 

Honorary Members 11 
Life Members 37 
Honorary & Life Members    4 
Senior Members 199 
Full Members 283 

Since the last Issue of Blueprint we have enrolled 
14 new members:  

Mr Kevin Paul Mellor 
Mr Geoffrey  Thompson 
Mrs Fiona  Smith 
Miss Lucy   Smith 
Mrs Julie   O'Donovan  
Mr Raymond Clements 
Mr Joal   Fitzpatrick  
Mr Peter  Fitzpatrick  
Mrs Lesley Jaskowicz 
Mr Bernard  Shanks  
Mrs Christine Smithson 
Mr Jack  Walther 
Mr Craig   Chambers  
Mrs Christine   Wildsmith 

Treasurers Report 
 

I am pleased to report a net profit of £5,144 for last year 
and would like to thank Paul, Karen and their staff and our 
Committees for their efforts which have helped to achieve 
such a result. 

On 8th March 2019, I will have been a member for 22 years, 
I was approached to become Treasurer and joined the Club 
at the same time - I’ve been Treasurer ever since. 

How things have changed since 1997! 

VAT has increased; we have had inflation, a recession, the 
smoking ban, changes in members’ interests; interest rates 
have fallen and the minimum wage was introduced and has 
continued to be updated - all of these things have added 
pressure to maintain the financial stability of the Club. 
Through the efforts of the Committee members, our 
Presidents, Vice presidents and Trustees, the Club is 
established on a very sound financial footing.  Our 
investments now stand at £112,232 - compared to £56,595 
in 1996.  Just looking at the 1996 accounts, two things stand 
out as indications of changes in members’ habits, as well as 
low interest rates:-  

1. In 1996, our gaming machine income was £23,690 - 
last year it was £3,680 !!  

2. Last year, our  investment income was £1,560 - 
compared to £3,618 in 1996 !!.  

We need to thank our staff and just as importantly - you the 
members for being members of the Club over the years -
without you there would be no Club. 

John Chilton 
Treasurer & Secretary 

We hope they will make the most of their membership 
and enjoy the facilities we provide. 

Thanks are due to Phil Quigley for a superb job in maintaining the 

Club’s Membership Database and supplying the above figures. 

Bar Report 

As our Treasurer has said above, the Club has had a 
successful year.  Our bar turnover increased by some 9% in 
2018, reversing the trend of recent times for turnover to 
decrease year on year. We’re told by our brewery rep. that 
we are bucking the trend for similar organisations who are 
still seeing drops in their sales. 
The hard part of course is to maintain the momentum - so 
please, carry on drinking in 2019 !! 

The opening of our membership to ladies has resulted in 
some new lines being available behind the bar.  A range of 
premium gins, as well a choice of flavoured ones, seem to 
have tickled the palate, and we will continue to look at 
other new lines.  

A guest ale, Farmers’ Blonde, which we took on board back 
in March 2018, has proved so popular that it is now a 
permanent resident on the bar. 

No matter what alcohol and soft drinks we offer, they will 
only go down well (pardon the pun!)  if they are well kept, 
and well served - with a smile. I have to say in the case of 
Paul, Karen and their staff (Jen, Jodie and Lucy) we have a 
team who more than fulfil those requirements - a huge 
‘thank you’ to you all. 

Rod Thrower 
Bar Sub-Committee 

It is important to keep the Club’s Membership List up-to-date, in 
accordance with GDPR legislation, hence the form most of you will 
have completed as you renewed your subs. 

However, records are only any good if they are kept up to date, so it 
would be appreciated if you could advise us of any changes in terms 
of addresses - AND email addresses. The latter give us the ability to 
keep you informed with this newsletter three times a year, and on 
odd occasions, other events which you may be interested in. 

You can email the Membership Sub Committee direct via the Club’s 
website, or leave a note of any changes behind the bar and we will 
update our records. 



Sports Section 

Chris Thompson 
Secretary 

A bear walks into a bar in Billings, Montana and sits down. He 
bangs on the bar with his paw and demands a beer.  
The bartender approaches and says, "We don't serve beer to 
bears in bars in Billings". 
The bear, becoming angry, demands again that he be served a 
beer. 
The bartender tells him again, more forcefully, "We don't serve 
beer to belligerent bears in bars in Billings". 
The bear, very angry now, says. “If you don't serve me a beer, I'm 
going to eat that lady sitting at the end of the bar". 
The bartender says, "Sorry, we don't serve beer to belligerent, 
bully bears in bars in Billings". 
The bear goes to the end of the bar, and, as promised, eats the 
woman. He comes back to his seat and again demands a beer. 
The bartender states, "Sorry, we don't serve beer to belligerent, 
bully bears in bars in Billings who are on drugs". 
The bear says, "I'm NOT on drugs". 
 Wait for it ........! 
The bartender says, "You are now. That was a barbitchyouate". 

This edition of BluePrint brings to a close another year in the 
life of our Club - a year that’s brought new faces and new 
challenges for the Sports and Social Committee . 
In the last BluePrint, we were looking forward to Smoker 
Night, which turned out to be a huge success and a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening for the 100 members that attended. With 
the presence of a number of our new lady members, awards 
and prizegiving, along with the very well supported draws and 
raffles, and of course Karen’s tremendous supper, it was one 
of the best nights for many years. 
Once Christmas and New Year were over (seems a lifetime 
away now!), it was time to start another year of events to 
attract our members. Early in 2019, members went to a Brass 
Band concert - a totally new outing for us. That event was so 
well received that plans are in hand to go Rock and Rolling at 
the same venue - see notices in the Club. 
The Club now has our own snooker team playing in a league; 
we’re not quite ready to appear at the Crucible yet, but the 
team is doing ok for their first season.  We have also helped 
out a snooker team from Room 21, who lost their league 
venue half way through the season, by offering them our 
facilities for their home matches. That means we have matches 
in the Club every Wednesday night at the moment, which is 
bringing more visitors into our Club - all of whom are very 
complimentary towards us, both in terms of our facilities, and 
the welcome they receive. Thanks to this welcome, and the 
quality of our snooker tables, a number of Room 21’s players 
have applied to become members of the Club. 
I can say from personal experience, that travelling around 
Cleveland to play other teams in the league, none of the 
venues match ours. 

We’re trying to resurrect dominoes in the Club (remember the 
Christmas Domino Drives anyone?). So, we’re planning a 
Domino Night on Tuesday the 9th April - see the notice board 
for more details. 
The usual Spring Handicaps will soon be running, so keep an 
eye on the noticeboards for more details. 

Again this year, we will listen to all our members and try to 
cater for all their tastes - any new ideas or suggestions for 
events will always be considered. 
Our Club is about the welcome we give and the friendship 
within - so please, join in! 

A few photos from Smoker Night - courtesy of David Pearson 

President Ernie Taylor  presents 
Alan Harbottle (son of the late Bill) 

with his Life Membership Certificate 

Just a few of 

the Smoker 

Night Raffle 

Prizes 

Great use of a snooker table - Karen’s sumptuous buffet! 

“You should have seen 
the one that got away!” 

John Mayfield receives his fishing 
trophy  from the President 

Just a few of the assembled throng 
















